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Expectation for the Eclectic 

TAMPA— On the homepage 
of the Freethought Film Festi-
val Foundation Website, there 
is a list of film topic examples 
that would fall under the cate-
gory of “freethought”. It con-
sists of a broad range of sub-
jects, and many, many more 
could be added. At first 
glance, one might think that 
the only films that could touch 
on these subjects are docu-
mentaries. However, this is the 
furthest thing from reality. 
 
Documentaries will certainly 
be among the film inclusions 
for the Freethought Film Festi-
val; but the potential for an 
eclectic program goes way 
beyond. Independent filmmak-
ers are some of the most crea-
tive minds on the globe. There 
is no doubt that the diversity 
of angles from which these 
minds take on the subject mat-
ter will be most impressive, 
entertaining and enlightening. 
 
Some of the films will be non-
fiction; some dramatic. Come-
dic approaches to the subjects, 
as well as fictitious story-lines 
and animation will be among 
the genres presented. The 
competitive categories for the 
Freethought Film Festival in-
clude Shorts by student film-
makers (either non-animated 
or animated), and Features by 
student filmmakers. The film-
makers who submit their films 

in these categories will be 
competing for scholarship 
awards. In the non-competitive 
categories, Animated Shorts 
and Non-animated Shorts are 
open to all filmmakers; while 
the non-competitive category 
for Features is open to more 
seasoned filmmakers. The 
films that best reflect the mis-
sion of the Freethought Film 
Festival Foundation in the 
non-competitive categories 
will receive Honorable Men-
tion awards. 

 
In a conversation with a leader 
of one of the largest free-
thought organizations in the 
U.S., it was disclosed to me 
that over this past summer, he 
was approached by freethink-
ing filmmakers at least once a 
week regarding projects that 
they have recently completed, 
and/or on which they were 

currently working. They had 
no idea what to do with these 
films! Now there exists an 
opportunity for their work to 
be screened and appreciated 
by a growing audience of 
those who value a rational 
approach to life. 
 
Film enthusiasts, regardless of 
their preferred niche, appreci-
ate novelty as well as creativ-
ity. This novelty is one factor 
that motivates their viewing 
choices. It would be to the 
detriment of any film festival 
to pigeon-hole its selection of 
films to only one genre. (There 
is an assumption here that 
readers understand the differ-
ence between genre and 
niche.) This is why supporters 
and potential patrons of the 
Freethought Film Festival 
should expect a well balanced, 
diverse program. The free-
thought topic examples list is 
long, and the possibilities are 
immeasurable.  
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“Film enthusiasts, 
regardless of their 
preferred niche, 

appreciate novelty 
as well as 

creativity.”  


